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<P riendly Debup © 


Between 


SAT AN and SHERLOCK: 


Containing 


A Diſcovery of the unſoundnels 
- of Mr. William Sherlocks Principles, 


In a late Book Entituled 4 Diſ- | 


courſe concerning the Knowle Hg 
Feſus Chriſt, &c. 

By this only Medium, ey af- 475 
ford-the Devil the ſame grounds for FREED 

_ of Salvation; that they do' Mankind; and ©: # 
{o ſubvert the Golpel, and transform Chei- _— 
— Rianity into Matiumetaniſm: F/0%, Ys; EOS 85.7 
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By an hearty Enemy of Mahumetaniſpt i b 


In Sociniſmo, qui fubrilior Mahumetiſmus »ou nou int 
merino vocarur, pandit os ſuum ipſa vorago, ipſum Be 
rathrum irreligionss. Arrowſmith. Tu#, Sacr, l. $. ; 
« C, Is Set, 14. LE 
Eos |. ſc. Stciniznes ] nou modo Chriſtianorum, ac. n - 
hereticoram nomine dignor. Chriſtiquitatem noming. 
 retinent, re deſiruunt, raque bos 2, Mabumetiſtid-tips 
longe ſeparo, qui-ge ipſi quidam Zeſu maledi ” A 
fius in an ad Walleum. frag in -/4.p 


podia the Y 


RF Gs 4 


I _ 
ks 


Ly 


” 0" 4 OB 


nay 


hb —— — — mth 


+ TO-THE 
READER. 
, | Sufficient (though a ſhort) 

: aceonnt of the deſtgn of 
| theſe Sheets hath been al- 

. ready given in the Title 
Page 5, yet the Anthor con- 
ceives himſelf obliged to make an Apo= © 


log y for three things, which he preſumes 
an intelligent Reader may fault in 


; them. 


I. That they come out ſo late, when 
y many Perſons of ability have foiled the 
Adverſary ; and when he hath mollified 
the harſhneſs of many expreſſions here re- 
peated, in a ſecond Diſcourſe. To the 
former bt anſwers, That none hath dealt 
with Mr. Sherlock #pon the medinn 
here ſugghſted ; and that the World bad 
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o the Reader. 
had theſe Sheets ſooner, if this medinm |} 
they contain, had come ſooner in his. / 
thoughts. To the latter, that he finds 
ot in Mr. Sherlocks ſecond Diſcourſe, * 
any retra@ation of his unſcund Tenets, | 
though he ſeems upon ſecond thoug bts 

not ſo well pleaſed with his tas. | 
logy, as grving cauſe to every Man | 
whoſe addition is Chriltian, to luſpect, by 
that under a pretence of reQifying mi. 
ſtakes, he deſigned to expoſe'all Reli. | 
gion ( which not without canſe be inti- \ 
mated hi; fear of, Pref. p. 3. of his firit | 
Diſcourſe). jy 


. It may be blamid that Mr Sherlocks | 
Ponce are repreſented under this | 


form of a Dialogue 3 and with ſo odi- . 


ens a choice of 4 Dialogiſt : For the « 
form it ſelf, the Author might ſuppoſe 


the examples which ſome of Mr Sts:per- © 
fſunſion have ſet bim, a ſufficient juſtifi- , 
cation. Mr Board in a book Entitaled, 
Gods Love to Mankind, hath framed a 4 


Conference between Tem vted and Mini- | : 
ſter, Þ 


0-the Reader, —rrnn——_ 
um Riſter, to ſvew. how uncapable the Tempt- 
his ed are of true comfort, or Miniſters to 
'ds oive #t, upon the Church of England”s 
Je, © Principles, in the Quinquarticular Con- 
tr, "troverſie, And this perhaps occaſioned 
Mts 0 moſt learned Father of the Church of 
'0- ;England's accurate Diſcourſe againſt the 
an whole Book. And ſince, an Anonimons 
t, 7 Author publiſhed in Latin a Dialogue, 
l- | caVed Fur pradeſtinatus, Ele@ Thief. /S:Amo4 
1-2 betwecn a Calviniſt Miniſter,and a Thief 
i: * condemnedto be hanged, with a deſign to 
it - expoſe the Dodrine »f the Proteſtant | 
® Churches-in the Five Points; which gate 
' an Alarm to a learned Son of the Chiirch 
Ss of England, and mar: him take Ar ms in 
's | its defence and vindication. And ſince 
i- 3 them, one bearing the name of the Iriſh- CAA 
e © Saint, . hath. publiſhed Two parts of a 
e |) Friendly-Dzbate. And ſurce him. (to 
'- > trouble the Reader with no more Exam- 
-# ples) another bath Printed, A Dil-Av> 
» © courſe between Two intimate Friends. 
* } Both which laſt, drive on the ſame de- 
- i ſeen with the two firſt, but more covert- 
þ | A 4 ly, 


wh | ne. ot Wn... 


, upon pretence of laſhing the Won-Con-i| 
þAhty gry T >. ba. get the Church o 
England hath more than once” arknow-) 
ledged for Conformiſts in Do@rine þ 
The Anthor of this Dialogue will not de-". 
#y, (what be ſuppoſes any intelligent | 
Reader may except againſt the uſe of © 
them) that Dialogues give. an advan- |} 
tage to their Compiler to put what words © 
be pleaſes into. his Adverſaries mouth, | 
to the prejudice of his own Cauſe. And 
whether the Compilers of the Dialogues þ- 
ebove-mentioned', have not therefore 
made choice of this, rather than ano- © 
ther form of Diſcourſe & And whether |: 
they have not ſufficiently improved it to | 
that end, he had rather others, than 

. himſelf ſhould ſay? As for himſelf, he | 
earn alleds, that the. medium he hath | 
pitcht upon, hath almoſt neceſſitated 
him to appear in this Garb : And whe- | 

ther he hath made a virtue (or, a vice) | 
of neceſſity, he is very well contented | 
the Reader ſhould be judg (xs indeed hs | 
mill be, be the Author pleaſed or difſ- 
Wo. pleaſed): 


oqancall...o Sa 
” : bad . me A 7 
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oy" | Tor ; I, Jer. . VIP7" Ra 
u- pleaſed): And that be Bay judg aright he 

| 7s defired to obſerve,tÞkt what is Printed 
| 7n a different CharaFer.with the number 


| of a Page, is Mr. Sherlocks own words : 


4 The reſt (except now and then 4 little 
 mertiment, or chiding) contains Conſe- 


© quences, and Explications of his Princi- © 


® ples, ſo eale and unimforced in the Hu- 
7 thors own judgment, that he does hereby 
# boldly offer himſelf to be tried by his 
* Conntrey.If fair words would win belief, 
* he might borrow Mr.Sherlocks (which 


oY ar: freſh in memory) [ have repreſented 


Z his Opinions in his own words, and am 
; not conſcious to my ſelf, that I have put 
# any cther ſenſe upon his words.than he 
= iatehded ; and T cannot fee what reaſon 
any Man hath to take it 11], that I repeat 


& that which he himſelf thought fir to | 


'* publiſh, Pref. p. 3. But ſo many have aid 
- = of him, Gt verba Cir, cum wy 
= videam, What do you tell me of words, 
& when I ſee contrary deeds. That the Au- 
& thor 7s afraid leſt his own ſincerity ſhould 


be juſpeFed,co nomine, becauſe be affects _— 
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n the - ader. 


to _ eſs it in Ur. Sherlocks words: 
However be hath arun the venture for | 
once,being aſſured that the words are in- | 
nocent enough, how guilty ſoever of abu. 7 
ſong them My Sherlock may have been.The © 
only thing that the Author of this-Dia- | 
logue conceives a leſs obſervant Reader | 
may have jul? cauſe to diſlike,is,that Mr. | 
Sh. is brought in as ex profeilo, deſigning | 
fo give the Devil hopes of Salvation, © 
which yet he no where does throughout © 
bis whole Biok. But for that, the Au- * 
thor is willivg to be quit or caſt, as Mr. © 
Sherlocks own Practice and Apology | 
for it , ſhall give their verdid. His 
Practice 3s this, That be brings in the 2 
Learned men againſt whom he Writes, © 
_ - & renouncing Chriſt's mediation, and Z 
truſting to the govdaeſs of his Nature : ; 
as ſetting up a new Religion, which 
hath no Covenant, .and na-Promile, & 
Þ- 23. and as quitting Chriſts Promiſe F 
and his Covenant, to rely and rowl | 
upon his Perfon, p. 24. The Apology x 
is this, This 1s fo very abſurd at fit 
velit 


O #s!; 


r J it ſomany words, nor do I charge any 
- } Manwith it; but ſay, this is the na- 
z- | tural Interpretation of :ruſting in the 


e © Perſon of Chriſt, in his Blood, and 

r. | Merits, and All-ſufficiency, and of re- 

r | lying and rowling the Soul on Chriſt 

z tor Salvation, and thelike Phraſes of a 

2 late We: 1n which ſome men place the 
e 


2 whole Myſtery of the Goſpel, p. 24- 


; it for bis Apology, that to give the De- 


kind, is ſo very abſurd, that be, knows 
J Mr. Sherlock will nor own it iv ſo many 


, & withit ; but he ſays, This is the natural 
| Interpretation of Gods loving ail his 
; 
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creatures, according to the capdcity of 


their Natures, and of Gods fetching the 
A # Reaſon of his Love to them, from their 
 # holineſs (and that imperfe@ too); and 
#8 of making the creatures ground of hope 


6.4 


of pardon and acceptance, to be not an. 
offer'd Saviour, or a Premiſe, but Gods _— 
] gractnws 


© mutatis mutandis; the Author accepts . 


* wil as fair bopes of Salvation as Man- 


v words, nor does the Author charge him 


ſight,. that I know no Man will own in *© 


2 


| To the Reader. 
graciows Nature, which obliges him to 
receive a penitent ſinner, and to reward 
all his good ations, which are ſincerely 
(thowgh not perfefly) good; and the 
like Do@rines of a late date, which My. 


Sherlock puts in the place of the whole 


aeyſtery of the Goſpel, till Chriſts Incar- 


mation (as the Dialogue will moregpar- | 

$u 7 
is this (by the by) to retort Mr. Sher- © 
Jocks unjuſt charge upon his Antagoniſts, © 
woif juſtly upon. himſelf, but to re- Þ 


ficularly inform the Reader). An 


_ nounce Chrilts Mediation,  azd truft 


to the gobdaeſs of his Nature [as God} | 
&:d to fet up a new Religion, which | 
hath no Covenant ,. and no Pro- | 


mile ? 


* 


& Dialogiſt to hold Mr. Sherlock = Di- 


feour/: 2 « The Author conld not avoid it, } 
in regard of the Medium he inſiſts upox. | 
For who can be imagined A fitter Perſprz * 
ts debate the Point with him, whetber | 


there be any ground of bope for the De- 


vils 


As for the thoice (odious enough ) of 


a. Sd Mad. + © | 


To the Reader. 
vils Salvation , than the perſon cone 
cerned, Satan bimrſelf 2 | 


3. The laſt thing that ſome Readers 
way fault is , That this Dialogue de- 
treats from the Devils abilities of ma- 
nazing a Controverſy : For he is cour- 
#:only introduced as acquieſcing in Mr. 
Sherlocks greunds, which are liable 
enough to exception.” To that the Au- 
thor replies, that there is a Fitneſs and 


- 2} a Neceſlity of .re reſenting the Devil 


as 4 mean Diſputatt. AFnnclis, There 
being nothing” ſo diſhonourable to hims- 


+ ſelf, which the Devil will not ſubmit to, -_ 


to attain his miſchievons end, the in- 
volving mankind, into the ſame irre- 
parable miſery with himſelf” ( as dayly 
experience aſſures 1): Satan may be 
preſumed to be well_enough contented to © 


ſeem overcome by Mr. Sherlocks argw- 


mentation, That finful men may be in- 


duced to lean upon an houſe which will 


not ſtand, to take up Frong hopes upon 
weak grounds, which will ccrtainly fail 
theme 


To the Reader. 


them when they moit need them. Al 
Neceſlity, iz "regard of the deficiency | 
of Mr. Sherlocks Pook (ts whith the * ; 
Dialogue is confined) which affords not | 

anſwers. to multitudes of exctptions | o 
(which might kave been put into Satans | 
mouth) againit the - *Principles therein © 
contained. 


© 


And perhaps r- ome Readers may find | 74 
a fourth fault, that the Author brings in 8 
Satan as playing upon Mr Sherlock. 8% 
But hath not Mr Sherlock taken the * 
ſame liberty with his Antagoniits 2 Tes, © 
and made an Apology for it. The Au- | 
thor is content to do ſo too, and th un- © 
dergo the cemſ are of a Fool, Qui malu't Þ! 
culpam excuſare, quum non committe- | 
Te, 7... Wh0 had rather commit a fault, | 
and get a pardon by an Apology x 3 than 
to be.innocent, and ſo ftand in need of 
_greither s. And one Apology will ſerve us © 
Whoth(only changing the perſons). Where 
he pretends to argue gravely.lI have ex- 
amined his'Arguments with all poſſible 
gra- 


To the Reader: bh. 


AÞ gravity and ſolemaity ; where he plain- 
ly tgys and trifles, I have ſo far com- 


thors good leave go into the Houſe zt 
\ ſelf, if he thinks there is any thing 
within that is worth the ſeeing. 


(1) 


Eo ts 
i | : 

* © A Friendly-Debate 

; - 
7 BETWEEN | 
#SATANandSHERLOCK. 


Herlock,, Well met Satan, I am ſorry 
to ſee. you look to fad; pray, What's 
the matter ? oy | 

Satan, Sure, Sir, you cannot be igrto- 

&Trant of the cauſe of my ſadneſs. Alas ! 1 am 

Za miſerable creature, and ſee no hope of men- 

ading my condition. 

8 Sherlock, Thad thought you had underſfood 

Zyour ſelf better, then to be ſo cauſeleſly deje&- 

| ed. The light of natyre, and works of Crea- . 

tion and Providence aſſure wi, that God « ſo b 

Boood, that be deſigns and deſires the happineſs ©," 

Rof all) bis creatures according to the capacity of 

Wheir Natures, p. 42." Either therefore thou 

art none of his Creatures, or thy Nature un- 
apable of happineſs, or God deſigns and de- 

ſires thy-happineſs, as well as of other of us 

Creatures. | as, ol 

Satan, What alferumce the lighg of om 
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| ,* ; ( 2 ) 
. and works: of Creation and. Providence pives 
you, I know not: But to me it gives tiohe of| 
Gods pardonins Mercy .to ſinners. I have 
- heard That the Love of Ged to ſinners, and hu} 
pardoning Merty, could never have entred into 
the heart of Man or Angels, but by Chriſt. | 
And the Scripture .( which I believe againſt 
my will ) ſeems to countenance the aſſertion; # 
for this love is called a myſtery Lid in God, and 
made known to Gentiles, and to Principalities | 
ard powers: That is, to Angels. | 
Sherlock, What ! I perceive you have been 
* + an hearcr at for* Qonventicle ; one F. O. tells 3 
us {0 indeed ,, but I fay,. He «© aconfldent Man *% 
to tell 'us ſ5, when the experience of the whole 
World confutes hiw : For whatever becomes of ® 
' bis new Theories, hoth Fews and Heathens © 
( who anderſtood nothing at all of what Chriſt | 
was 10 49 its order to our recovery ) did believe | 
God tobe graciois and merciful to ſinners. ' 
And theſe natural Notions the Heathens had of | 
God, and all theſe wiſcoveries God had made of % 
himſelf in the works of Creation and Providence, © 
did aſſure them, that God is very good, andit is | 
not poſſible to uMerſtand what goodneſs is with- | 
out pardoning Grace, p. 44. You remember | 
that raſage I ſuppoſe, for I doubt not, but | 
you read our Books, as well as:hear the Fa- F 
naticksPreachments. F 
Satan, | am willing to reſign up my ſelf fo 
your conduct, leeing your AGon is fo. fa- 
br IT vourable- 
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C39 
vyourable to my intereſt; or otherwiſe I might 
ſtart a ſmall obje&ion, againſt the laſt claule 
of your Diſcqurſe, That ir ſeems then, that 
if Angels and Men had never ſinn'd,; it had 
not been poſſible for either of them to underjtand 

what the goodneſs of God is. But to let that 
paſs, I have read in your Bibles, that .God 
will be gracious to whom he will be gracious, and 
will ſhew mercy on whom he will ſhew mercy. Ir 
ſeems'to me then by theſe paſſages, that not- 
| , withſtanding the graciouſnels of Gods Na- 
ture, he uſes a Soveraignty in the exerciſe of 
Grace; and is not induced thereto by any 
realon-out of himſelt. 

Sherlock; I confels the Calviniſts make 
ſtrange work with ſuch paſſages : But Iam of 
opinion; that it is 4 ſtrange notion of an Inde- 
pendent being, that he muſt have no other reaſon 
for what he does, but his own arbitrary will ; 
which is fo far from being a perfettion, that it 
deſtroys all other perfettions of his Nature, p. 
' 402. The excellency of Chriſts Love conſiſts 
3n this, that he loves for no Reaſon, in their ſenſe, 
who make him love the Perſon of a Believer, 
withoxt conſidering any other Qualification, than 
that. he 'is ſuch an Indivitiual Perſon. NowT - 
confeſs this is a wonderful Love: But whircin 
the gxcellency of # conſiſts, 1 cannot ſee. 1 am 
ſure we account that Man 4a fool, who leves at 
this rate ;, and hew that ſhould come to be the 
perftttion of. the Love of God, which is a re 

EN > B32 proach. 
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:C$#3 
* Proach to Men, is above my apprehenſion, p. | 
399. ' þ 
Satan, But I pray Sir, tell me then what 3 
other Reaſon but his own arbitrary Will, God 
could have for ſhewing merty to ſinners? F 
Sherlock,, The holineſs of a Creature, is the | 
Reaſongwhy God determines his Love to any par- I 
ticular perſon, p.. 401, " 
Satan, If I be not much miſtaken, I have 7 
. heard ſome ſuch paſſages read in ſome or other & 
of your Churches. Second Leſſons, That God # 
hath choſen men before the foundation of the | 
World, that they (hould be holy *, and that Chriſt 
loved the Church, and gave himſelf for it, that | 
st ſhould be holy, and without blemiſh;, which X ' 
icems to make the holineſs of a Creature 'the 7} 
efte&, not the cauſe of Gods Love. But I have 
told yon, I am reſolved at this time to bea |! 
Learner, and oportet diſcentem credere, The * 
Scholar muſt believe his Maſter, is aRule a- 
mong Teachers—lt may be Paul was miſtaken, 
for I have heard ſome ſay, that he was an hot= 
headed Fellow ; and now here's no body but 
4 


our ſelyes, you will excuſe my freedom in tell- 
ns you, that as tar as I have been able to ob« 
ſerve, none of your Club care much for him. 
For their greateſt trouble in dealing with the 
Fanaticks, is to rid their hands well of the Al- 
legations out of him. But to our buſineſs, ſup» Þ 
- Poling your Dottrine true, I am an unholy 
Creature, cannot deny it, and therefore _ | 


% 


hath no Reaſon for the determination of his 
love to me. | 


* Sherlock, If you be unholy, then you muſt 

© 7 make your ſelf holy. | 

| * Satan, 1, but 1 doubt that's paſt my kill : 
2 Thereis a ſpiritual impotency and inability in 

F þ a finner to do any good thing. | 

"® Sherlock, Who told you to, Sir Satan? Fob 


. 


= Calvin, I dare ſay, or Fohn Owen : but I hope 


* | you have more wit than ro believe them. 
, Satan, No indeed, I was told ſo by St. A- 
© fin, and many a great man of your Church, 
' © Fathers and Sons. But (before them all, by 
? In I 
' & your Arch- Adverſary St. Paul, who ſays that 
8 ſmners are dead in treſpaſſes aud ſims, and- 
| i that they are created to good-works, and become 
') new creatures, and born again, when converted. 
Sherlock, When they talk, of our ſpiritual im- 
F; potency and inability to do any geod thing, they © 
= prove it wonder fully from, our being dead in treſ= 
” paſſes and ſins, and therefore as a dead man can 
tn contribute nothing to his own reſurrettion, no 
7 more Cin we towards our converſion : which is 
2 trueof t#tural death, but will be hardto prove 
= of a moral death, which conſiſls in the prevale 
# of vicious habits contratted by long cuſtom(whiely 
& was thecaſe of the Heathens , whom the Apoſtls*  . 
= there ſpeaks of (and is your caſe too, Sir Satan) 
= which do ſo exſlave the will that it1s very difficulty. 
though not smpoſſible br ſuch perſon; to return to « 
the love and prattice of vertme. 'The other Argu-* 
_ B 3 X- , *nment , 


- 


(6) 
ment 15 of the like nature, that we are ſaidtabe 
created to good works, and to b:come new crea- 
tures, and therefore can contribute no more to it 
(viz. our wr yh. IE than. we did to our firſt 
creatics : and that we are bern again, which 
ſienifies that we are wholly paſſroe in it : which 
were true indeed, if our being created to good- 
wor:s did ſignifie the manner and method of our 
converſion, and not the nature of the new crea- 
ture, which is the true meaning of it, that as in 
the firſt Creation we were created after the 1I- 
wage of God, ſo we are renewed after his Image fs 
#1 the fecond:, which is therefore expre ſly calld %; 
in «ther places the renewing and renovation of | 

eur minds, p. 109, 110, The frunfulneſs of % 
Gods love with reſpett to the methoas of his Grace * 
and Providence, doth not conſiſt in producing 
what he loves, by an omnipotent and irreſiſtible 
power ( for then ſin and death could never have © 

" entred into the world) but he governs ang doth © 

food to his creatures in ſuch ways as are moſt ſui- * 
table to their natures. He poverns reaſenable % 
Creatures by principles of Reaſon, as he doth the 7 { 
Aaterial world by the neceſſary laws ofs-matter, | p 
and bruit ereatures by the inſtintts and propen- © n 
ſeries of nature, p.212. This I am ſuretis a new | 
Hiſcovery,( whatever you {ay of St. Auſtin, and | | 
the great men of our Church ) that it #5 am 
poſſible for us to do any thing that is good, but we 
wuſt be atted like Machifes, by an external 
force, by the irreſiſhub1 power f the Grace and 


Jporit of Gog,: p. 50- Saran 


x | 
Satan. I have heard your long Diſcourſe 
ith a great deal of patience ; and. your mea- 
| Ming as well as I can take it up, is,” that conver- 
| Honis an effet of moral ſuaſton, ( a term of art 
Avhich-many of your good friends much delight 
Ro uſe; and I liſtned tor hear it out of your 
 {month) to that if Ido but attend to what God 
athrevealed of the excellency and neceſſicy of 
olinels, X80; &73 wnxavis wt puto Deus fio, 1 
all be holy all on a ſudden. But I am not very 
pt to believe this, becauſe iny mind hath been a 
zoreat While il]Juminated with ſuch Revelations, 
| Zand yet Ido not find my Will moved by them. 
| "a or what you object againſt ſinners being 
*wholly paſhve in thz work of Converfion,if you 
= to.do with a Phanatick he would preſs you 


with this Argument; If the Image of God was 
2 recerved by the will in the firſt creation, without its 
> own contrsbutzon to the produttion of it, wby may 
* not that Image be reſtored to it without the wills 
| y cooperation to the reſtitution ? But becaule | per- 
& ceive you have a kindneſs for me, I will not per- 
7 ſonate, any of that fooliſh troubletome ſort of. 
. & people, who can ask more Queſtions than. a wyle. 
# man can anſwer. | 
* Well Sir, let us goon; but fuppoſe I ſhould 
& make my {:lf holy, yet-if I be not perfeQly 
'& fuch, I am never the near to obtain my end, 
Gods favour and acceptance, For I well re- 
member there is a paſſage in the Bible, That 
God- is of purer eyes than ta behold evil, 
rg wits PY and 
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and canyot look. on iniquity, that is with appro- 
bation, . (as-I have heard Preachers expound 
ity) and you your {elf tell me that Gods naty- 
rat love to holineſs, is the reaſon why he joves holy | 
men, p.401, Andby the like reaſon ſure ho» | 
ly Angels; whence I infer (for 1 have pickt F 
up a little Logick as well as Divinity m the {7 
Schools) that perfe& holineſs in the creature # 
, muſt be the reaſon of Gods natural love to it, # 
for that only is agreeable to his holy nature. - 
Sherlock,, Nay, there you are out in your 
inference; for the only way to obtain the pardon |} 


of our ſins, is to repent of them, and for ſake them, i 


P. 54. God is as ready to pardon the worſt of men, 


| » (and why not the worſt of Angels) when they i! 


return to their duty, as a kind father 3sto receive © 


an bumble and pgnitent prodigal, p. 43+ £0 that | 
though God loves perfe&t holineſs beſt, ytt ® 
he loves imperfe& ſo well, as to pardon the i 
-defets, and accept it. { 
Satan, But God hath made me no promiſe 3 
cf forgiveneſs, if I ſhould repent and forſake } 
my ſins, and therefore I have no ground for # 
faith or hope. ' And if I might credit St. Pal | 
(which I ſhould be apt to do,. but for fear of # 
diſpleaſing you my good friend, who have | 
put me in better hope of happineſs than ever | 
I had ſince I loſt my place in heaven) {ſinners 
that are without .promiſe, are without hope, 
and conſequently without faith (for hope is 
an effe& ol faith). So that- mtthinks your 
HAI | plarſter 
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plaiſter is -not. as broad%as wy ſore.” - 
She#leck, I perceive that cither you have not 
read my Book , or you have not well minded 
ſome paſſages in it, which anſwer your Ob- 
zeRion. | Therein I affirm, that rhere is @ na- 
tural faith | and ſoproportionably a natural 
hope | 5. e. a belief of the principles of thyna- 
rturgl Religion, which is founded upon natural 
demenſtration, or meral Arguments, as that Gol 
' #, and that heis arewarder of them that dil;- 
gently ſeek him , which was the fauth of Abel 
and Enoch, whereby they pleaſed God : For there 
® being no mention made «f the faith of Abel and 
Enoch in the Old Teſtament, the Apoſtle proves 
that they were true Believers, becauſe they had 
this — That they pleaſed God: now it ws 
:mpoſſible ro be ſincerely regions, or to do any ac- 
ceptable ſervice ro God, without the belief of his 
Being and Providence, and care of good men, 
Theſe are the firſt Principles of all Religi®, and 
> ® Ged requir'd no more of thoſe good men, who had 
> 3 -noother particular Revelations of his will, pag. 
- & 252,253. And again . 
[i Satan, Hold a little, I pray good Mr. 
"3 Sherlock. 1 have greater things to mind, yet 
 & T1 cannot but gratifie my curiofity in paul- 
ing a litthe vpon your new Genus of Faith , 
; WW. that it is a belief. The Schools are wont to 
make it aw aſſent. But/like enough they are 
miſtaken'(as in an hundred things more.) And 
your ratio formalis of Faith is wholly bows 
. at 
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that it is natural d&nonftration, and moral 
arguments; fo that ( as I underſtand Hou ) 
one and the ſame abit is Science, Opinion 
and Faith. I perceive your Philoſophy as well 
as, Divinity. is quite: different from theirs. 


Bur I forget my ſelf, let thoſe new notions be ©? 
trug or falſe, I will take them upon truſt from" | 
you for once, I will recolle& theſum of your 
diſcourſe, That” if I have no promiſe of Gods 
rewarding my repentance, and forſaking of 
my'ſin, no more had Abel and Evoch, and 
yet for all that they pleaſed God. And that 
the Principles of Natural Religion being com- 
mon. to me and mankind as rational Crea- 
tures, a promiſe of rewarding my good atti- 
ons , though they be not ſo' good as they 
ſhould be, if they be as good as-I can afford 
them) is included in the very notion of Gods 
goodneſs. Is not this it ? 

Sherlock, Right; now you have kit the 
nail on the head. And to confirm you in your 
apprehenſion, I will go on where we lefr. 
The light of I ature, and the warks of Creation | 
and Previdence aſſure us, that God 3s ſo holy, that 
he hath a natural love for all good men, and wilt 
not failto reſhard them, p.42: And had Chri 

never appeared in the world, yet we bad reaſen 
to believe that God is thu good, and holy and 
merciful. The appearance of Chriſt did 
not firſt diſcover the nature of God to us, but — 
Confirms us up the belief of what we had learnt 
before from Nature, p- 34. Sa- 


FL. = 


Satan. Sir, Your Diſcousſe is very ſolids « 
and hath: but one {mall fault, a Contraditton to 
E what you ſay elſewhere. Theſe men who talk, 
of the Perſon and per ſonal excellencies of Chriſt 
" frequently without auy ſence, and generally with- 
® out any juſt ground from Scripture or —_ are 
' |; very.clamorous, and alarm the world with ſtrange 
qealouſies and fears, as if there were a party of 
* men ſtarted up, who deſign to make Chriſt uſe- 
leſs, and to reduce Religion to its firſt natural 
ſtate, which knew no Prieſt, nor Sacrifice, nor 
Mediator. A deſign which 1 profeſs I am wholly 
a ſtranger to, as | belive all thoſe are who are jo 
© zuchcharged withit ; the foundation of my hope 
3 3s that which is the foundation of the Chriſtian 
Religion, the Sacrifice and Interceſſion of our 
* Lord Feſus Chriſt, p. 1 ;, 14- Pray let me ask 
2 you without offence (and I will ſpeak ſoftly 
z that F, O. and that Fraternity may not over- 
® hear ) ls not this to make Chriſt uteleſs, and 
+ to reduce Religion to its fitſt natural ſtate, 
= when yon make no other duty neceſſary. to. 

q happineſs, than what the light of Nature fug- 
geſts ; . and no other ground needful to the 
hopes of it, than the goodnefs of Gad, which 

had . been known as fully (as nowit 6) if 
Chriſt had neves appeared in the world ? This 

is the ſum of your Diſcourſe.. I am very cafe- 

ful not to do,you wrong in miſrepreſenting 
your fenſe, X 
Sherlock, Satany you are grownſo old, tht - 
I chink 
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i 


-. 
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I think you begiffto dote. If you had read on, 
ou might have underſtood my mind to the 
ull. Put 1 doubt. not, it will appear in the- ſe- 
gquel, what the ground of. theſe calumnigs ave, 


uſeleſs, only becauſe we dare not ma 
and Religion / P. 5. 
Satan. Methinks you are very 


ver was counted a fool before now. But as 


neſs in reading no further, for that addition 


Laws and Religion will condu& a man ſafe to 


74 poteſt per pauctora, is a rule ] learned among 


fities ) and conſequently Chriſt is n 
becauſe you dare make his Laws and ReJigion 


It to expett any thing from the perſon of Chrs8t, 
WW." mwhich is not contained in his Covenant, much leſs 
| which contraditts it, for that would be in effett 
ro-genounce his mediation, ant to truſt to the 


goodnsſs of his nature. And let any man jud;, 


 whichhath no Covenant and no Promiſe, p.2.3. . 
Sherlock. 1 think I have littleto do to ſtand 
and hear you prate. Farewell. 


4 


viz. That we are charged with-making! Chrift | 
s Laws % 


rt with me, 
+ - | have been always atcounted a knave, but ne- 5 


; Th 
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much a fool as I am, I am fureI did you a kind- 


makes you mare liable to that cenſure you i 
would avoid : For *tis plain enough you make 
Chrifts Laws and Religion uſeleſs, if Natures * 


the ſame place, viz. Heaven, which Chriſt di- 5 
reds him to, (for Fruſtra fit per plura quod fie- be 


the treſh men, that chop Logick in = Univer- # 
ade uſelefs, | 


w_ : 


fo. And elfewhere youtſay, We have no reaſon | 


, whether this be not to ſet up agyew Religion,” 


Sa- | 
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Satan. Good Mr. Sherlock be not: fo hot. 
Pray let me find chat what you want in Grace, 
, & you have in Vertze.Do not run away 1a a+Pet, 
F bcfore you have finiſhed your deiign.' You + 
x & maſt not ſuppoſe 1 oppole you ex 2nimo,, but 

 argumentandi gratid, and to give youan op» 
. @ portunity of ſhewing your dexterity in loof- 
# ning the knots I tyc, 'v 
5 S$berloch, You might have told me fo at 
. W firſt then, and then you might have eſcaped 
1 Mar hard cenſure, 1 will go on. Your great 
1 & Objeiom was, That the Gentiles who were 
- 
S 
) 


of) 
'e 


® without promiſe , were eo #omzne in that very 
= reſpe&t without hope. To that I anſwer, When. - 
God chofe the poſterity of Abraham to be bj pecus 

. © /:1r people, he did not deſign to exclude the reſt of 
= the world from bis care and providence and all pz- 
© ſible means of ſalvation, as the Apoſtle argues in 
# Rom, 3. 29, Is he the God of-the Jews only? 
7 is he not alſo of the Gentiles ? yes of the Gen+ 
3 tiles alfo ? Which argument if it bave any force 
© init, muſt prove Gods reſped to the Gentiles be- 
ore the preaching of the Goſpel, as well as fixce; 
becauſe it is founded *or thit nitural relation 
God owns to all mankind, as their merciful Crea- 
tor and Governour , which gives the Gentiles as 
well as the Fews an intereſt in his care and pro. 
vidence, This plainly evinces,tbat all theſe par- 
ticular favouryy which God beſtowed onI(rae] 
were net owing to axy partial fondneſ7" and re. 
ec to that people, but the deſign of all wary 
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emconr age the whole world to worſhip the God of 
Iſracl,, who gave ſo many demonſtrations of bis 
Power and Providence , p. 37 » 
Satay. If1 underſtand you aright, your 
meaning, is, that the Gentil-s before the prea- 
ching of the Goſpel, as well as ſince ,- hadall 
olfible means of Salvation, and as much 
ground for hope of it as the "Fews » becauſe 
God was their common mercitul Creator and 
Governour. And therefore loved them all a- 
like. And hence you would direct me to con- 
elude ( as well I may, if the premiſes be true} 
that God being the common mercitul Crea- 
tor and Govern2ur of Ang:ls and Mer, there. 
fore I have all pothble means of Salvation, 
and ſufficient ground to hope for it as well as 
en, It this be not the force of your Argu- 
ment, I will forgive your hard cenſure, and 
think I begin to dote indeed. But methinks 
the premiſes are liable to exception. I might 
ask you, Sir, where were any Fews and Gen- 
tiles before the preaching of the Goſpel? for I 
. always» apprehended © that the Goſpel was 
preached to Adam and Eve before they did 
operam dare ad liberos procreandos, before they 
had any conjugall Society ( you ſce as old as } 
am,] have not forgotten all my Latin) in thoſe 
words, I will put enmity between thee and the wo- 
may, and between thy ſeed and hegſeed 3 it ſhall 
bruiſe thy head, and 1bok ſhalt bruiſe bis beel. 
heck, I have obviated this Objeion/in | | 
Ss « toy. | 
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my teply toa like inftance of the promiſe 
made to Abrabam ; In thy ſeed ſhall all the na- 
tions of the eatth be bed. To' which my 
- anſwer is.Chriſt was indeed the material objed of 
Abrahams Faith , that is, be believed that pro- 
miſe wbich God made of ſending Chriſt into the 
World. But Abrahams Faith was not a Faitb 
in Cbrift : ; no Man could believe in Chriſt, rg be 
came that is , conld n:t believe any thing upon 
his Amutbority', , which is the tris notion of be- 
lieving in bim. p. 247. 

Satan, The application 1 find caſl ie 3 That 


the prowiſe made to Adam , was of Chriſt .' 


that ſhould be a Szviour Four thouſand years 
after z not that (ſhould be-a Saviour to him- 
ſelf, and Wife, and theic immediate Seed. 
They were ta be ſaved by 4 belief ( net in 
Chriſt, but ) of the Principles of the Natural 
Religion, founded upon Natural Demonſtration, 

or moral Arguments, as that God is, and that 
he is a Rewarder of them tht diligently ſeek 
bim , which was tbe faith of Abel and Enoch, 
. whereby they pleaſed God ( as you told me be- 
fore )- 

Sherlock, You have repreſented my Opini- 


-on in_my own words; and1 tike that very 


well. 

Satan, 1 thought I would pleaſe you ifI 
could, and put you in.2 good humour agaivſt 
I make ſome more objeRions, Aud but 1 
you ſtart fo many Hares at once, that] an 


( 16-) 

fraid by ranning after all , to loſe all; I could 
pleaſe you better, by patting you in mind, that 
as to theſe Words of God to Eve,a very good 
Friend of yours, alentinur $malcius , whom a 
Learned Calviniſt calls inſignis illefidei Soceniane 
byp eraſpiſtes,the Champion of focinianiſm does 
boldly atfirm,Chriftum minime reſpexiſſe,nec ali- 
 Quidin ſe promiſſionis Evangelice contianiſſe,;They 
hall no reſpe& to Chriſt,nor did they contain 
in them any Goſpel 'promilſe Refut. Theſ, Frant- 
Zi, p. 94. Butl willgoon ; The C2lviniſts 
will object againſt your Logick in the Text 
now cited, Ro.3.29,and tell you, that not the 
Relation which God asa Creator Gands in to 
Jews and G:ntiles, but as a Covenanter with 
Abraham on thz bzhalt of both, is given as the 
Reaſon why bath ſhoald be juſtified by Faith, 
and.not one only. 

Sherlsck, This Objection —— | 

$atan. Hold Sir, never give your ſelf the 
trouble of anſwering it : [t was a diſparage- 
ment to Domitian, to employ himlelt in catch 
ing and killing Flies. And in my mind” you 
did:gdiſcreetly in not anſwering E. P. H. H. 


and that Pert Man that called you *' Darty-Felt- 


bw in the Title of his Book; tor {0 Anti-ſoz- 

£9 fignifies ( whether you know it or no). 

And ithid not bzen amiſs, if you had let 

F.0.and R. F. alone too 3 for none of them 

were your match : The moſt that can be 

of them is, ever was any Brazen Serpent. 
S 


Goff fo ſubtil , p. 113. Shegs 
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- Sherlock. 1 am not of your opinion, That1 
had better have let allmy Antagoniſts alone 3 
for then they would have ſaid, thatd did not 
anſwer them, becauſe I could not. | 
Satan; You have little to do ſure, to mind 
what they ſay. To end this Chat, pray eaſe 
me of 'this Obje&ion. againſt Gods loving al 
his Creatures alike, That1 find God hates me 
and therefore will never loye me, for his hatred 
is ( like himſelf ) immutable. — 
Sherlock, To the Fanaticks fancy, that when 
God once loves them he -will never hate them, 
beciuſe his leve is { like himſelf) immutable 
I have anfiwer*d : Herein the immutability and | 
unchangeableneſs of Gads love conſiſts, not that 
he always loves the ſame perſon, but that®he 
always loves for the ſame reaſon ;, for it 15 nd 
perfettion ro be ſo fixt in our kindneſs, that 
where we love once, we will always love, what- 
ever reaſon.there may be to alter our affettion £ 
for by this means we may love undeſerving ob- 
jets, which is the greateſt degeneracy of love 3 
but the perfettion of love conſi(ts in loving deſer- 
ving objects, and in loving upon honourable rea- 
ſors; and the immutability of love conſiſts in 10+ 
ving. always for the ſame reaſon, which-is the 
only foundation of vertxous immurabibty , pag- : 
404, 405: Thou art not ſo dull, but thou cans *_ 
apply all this to thy ſatisfaion. PT .P es 
Sataz." 1 apprehend your meaning well.e- ,- 
0ugh, that there is pa? 74tis ( as your Schools. 
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term is )' of Gods love and hatred. And there- 
fote therein the immutahility of Gods hatred 
conſiſts, fot that he always hates the ſame 
perſon, but that he always hates for the ſame 
reaſon. For it 1s. no perfe&ion to be {6 fixt 

in our unkindneſs, that where we hate 'otice ; 
we will always hate, whatever reafon there 
may be to alter our affe&ions ; for by this 
means we may hate undeſerving Objefs, which 
is the greateſt degeneracy of hatred, &c, 
In ſhort, your meaning is, that God hates 
me for this reaſon, becauſe I am bad, but he 
would Jove me if I were good, And I ſhould 
then as well deſerve bis love, as Ido now his |} 


hatred. 
b Sertock. I ſee you have not py name * 


&4juwwy, knowing, for nought, you have wit e- 
nough if you will but make a good ule of it. 

' Satan. | am beholding to you Sir, for your 2 
good word. And I promiſe you I will not be. 
wanting to my own intereſt, The notion you 
tave laſt given me does me a great kindnefs. 
For I have been hitherto ſo {imple ( though 
you are' pleaſed to commend my wit ) as to 
think that Love and Hatred when aſcribed 
to God, in the Calviniſts notion ; which you 
decry, did import an eternal Decree or Will 
of. God, to ſhew or deny mercy to his Crea- 
tures, and, ſo were immixtable : but now 1 
underſtand that they ſignifie variable affeRi- 
ohs (as in the-Creatures ) which as the _ pl 
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ther-cock, ſhifts its corner with the wad, al. 


q ter. with the perſons upon whom they #e 
« placed. And Iam now rid of a fear , which 
e I «he mention of Elett-Angels in the Scripture 
+ & id ofteh put me into, I fee nothing tthe 


& | contrary but I may in good time be- one. of 
that denomination. If I can but bring down 
my ſtout ſtomach, to ask God forgivenels, 
and repent- of fo long continued difſoyalry; 
and take anew Oath of Allegiance, I under- 
ſtand I need not doubt the iſſue; God will love 
ime, as much as now he hates mz. 

Sherlock, *Tis a great mater to be freed 
from prejudice or prepoſſeſſhon of judgment, 

* You have'often heard Calvin/ts preach, and 

been dabling in their writings: and have 
found them confident enough in' their affer- 
tions, and (as I gather from your words) beeti 

! miſlead into a conceit, ( which they pur into 

* your head ) that becauſe it could not be known 

*how juſt and ſevere God is, but by puniſhiug - 

fin, nor how good and gracious God is, 

but by pardoning it, therefore God de- 
crees that men ſhall fin, that he may make 
ſome of them veſſels of his wrath, and others 
the veſſels of his mercy. , .. 

Satan. I niuſt conteſs, The ſound and clirk, 
| of words and phraſes ( which you ſay ixall the 

Nj Calviniſts underſtand by keeping a form of 

$ ſound words, p. 192.) did fo fill my cars, that 

[ could he# nothing elſe. And becaufe they © 

i G 2 were 
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were Scripture-words and phraſes, they kept 
me in {ome awe, that 1 durſt not abſolutely 
conclude them a ſound without ſenſe, 

Sherleck, 1, but nature would teach us, that 
ſo good a God had much rather be glorious im the 
happineſs and perfetion, and obecience of. by 
creatures, than in their ſin and miſery, p.5 1,52. 
For vindittive juſtice, and pardoning mercy art 
but ſecondary Attributes of the Divme Nature, 
-.an1 therefore God cannot primarily deſign the 
glorifying of them, for that cannot be without 
primarily deſigning the ſin and miſery of his 
creatures, whichewould be inconſiſtent with the 
goodneſs and holineſs of his nature, p. 52,53. 

Satan? 1 know your meaning very well, 
that there is in God an Antecedent will, where- 
by he willeth ſome things in the firſ? place, 
and direfty;, and a Conſequent will, whereby 
he willeth other things in the ſecord place, or, 
by conſequence : thus whatſoever is good in it 
{clf, as the repentance and ſalvation of a fin- 
ner, God wills by his Antecedent will ; but 
whatſoever” in it felf is'not evil, but- evil to 
the reaſonable Creature which muſt ſuffer. it, 
as death, damnation , God willeth only by 
kis Conſequent Will, The Objections, of the 
Calvinifts ſhall not give nft any trouble, That 
\ God wil that which never comes to paſs, 
and Which he knows. will not, when he wills 
1t by that Antecedent- Will, This is enough tor 
my comfort, that my repentance and lalyatie 
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on being things "ie in themſelves, God 


wills them in the firſt place 5 and direttly 
my. damnation he wills but in the ſecond 
place, and by conſequence. God is 1o good, 
that he had much rather be glorious in my 


happinels , (who am one of his Creatures, - 


though I have loſt it through my own de- 
fault), than in my miſery. And though Saint 
Paul teems to be of another mind, yet I will 
remember, that Theſe men fetch all their myſte- 
rious Divinity out of ſome obſcure paſſages of St. 
Pauls Epiſtles, notwithſtanding what St. Peter 
told us of St: Pauls Epiſtles, 2 Pet. 3. 16, and 
make them the foundation of their faith, p.242. 
Sir, I have given you great trouble; I haye 
but two or three Objetions more. If God 
loves all his Creatures alike, becauſe he is 
their common Creator, then there is no need 
of a Saviour, the want of which was alway 
my greateſt diſcouragement 5 I- have often 


heard that the Son of God took not upon 


him the nature of Angels, but the ſeed of 
Abraham, and that .negle& of our nature, 


-w my cale deſperate in my own apprehen- 
fon. * 


i Sherlock, -To this F anſwer two things; 


| 1. That the only knowledg neceſſary to' the 
parpoſes of Religion is ſuch a knowledg of Gods 


naturt and will, as is ſuffcient to dirett our atti- _. 


ons, and encourage our obedience, p. 3. Various 


ways God attempted for the recovery of manksnd, . 
pt + * but 
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he but with little ſucc bs at laſt God ſent his own 
Son our I ord Feſus Chrift into the world to be the 
great Shegherd and Biſhop of ſouls, to ſeth 
and to ſave that which was loſt, p. 89. God hath 
. naw committed unto Chriſt all- the ſecret purpoſes 
of his Counſel concerning the ſalvation of man: 
kind, which were concealed from ages,p.30. | 
Satan, I perceive you ſpeak cautiouſly tg 
prevent ſcandal; but I undrſtand you not, 
unleſs you mean that the knoledg of a Sa- 8 
viour was concealed from the world till Chriſt 
came in the fleſh, ( which was not till the 
World was about four thoufand years old ) 
- and. the reaſon of that concealment was, be- 
cauſe the knowledg of God in Chriſt, was not 
abſolutely neceſſary to the purpoſes of Reli. 
210n ( whereof eternal Salvation is not the 
leaſt conſiderable.) And if the knowledg of 
a Saviour, be not abſolutely neceſſary,. then 
not a Saviour himſelf; for he gives ſalvation, 
by giving the knowledg of Salvation; and it 
*is Eternal life to know Jeſus Chriſt (if Chriſt 
himfelf or his Prophets deſerve any credit.) 
And now we .are under the Roſe, 1 will tell 
' you truly, that I believe all your talk of a Sa- | 
yiour is but a Copy of your Countenance. 
For if the Wortd was ſaved for fo long time | 
without. a Saviour, why may it not for the 
remainder of its duration, be it more or leſs? 
And this I confeſs is no {mall Cordial to my 
dying hopes. But let me gsk you yne Que: 
21 * p 2 
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the purpoſes of Religion , why does the Scrt- 
pturexall the contrivement of mans SalvatÞ 
on by a Saviour, the wiſdom of God? 
L had thought the reaſon had been , becauſe 
there was no other means of Salvation but” 
this, which he alone did and could find out. 


Sberlock, You are groſly miſtaken. For if - 


juſtice be ſo natural to God, that nothing can ſa« 
thfie him but the death of bis Son , the Redem- 


I ption of the World by Chriſt may diſcover bis ju- 


ſtice or goodneſs , ,but not bis 'wiſdom-;, for wiſ- 
dom conſiſts in the.choice of thg beſt and fitteſt 
means to. attain an end , when there are more 
ways than one of doing it; p, 48. I grant indeed 
that no doubt but tbe Goſpel of Chriſt makes 
great and glorious diſcoveries of the wiſdom of 
God, Ib. and I have told you wherein before, 
1s tbat be ſent bis own ſon, &c. when he had at- 


| tempted various ways before with little ſucceſs 


for the recovery of mankind*, p. 89. | 
Satan, I pray proceed to your {cond head, 
Sherlock, That ſuppoſing a Saviour of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity to your ſalvation, you need 
not abſolutely deſpair of one : When we con- 
fider that this Heavenly. Embaſſador and Medi- 
ator, is noleſs than the eternal Son of Gad , 'by 
whom the Worlds were made, we may reaſanably 
couclude , tbat be came upon no leſi deſign than of 
mnivreſal goodneſs: for be can have no i ge 


to partiality, as being equally concerned in the - 


C 4 | bappi- 
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on ;: If a Saviour be of nio greatex moment. jp" 


bagpineſs of all men ; and we cann't imagin why 
be ſponld lay a narrower defigh of love in the Re- 
dbmption, than in the Creation of Mankind , 
that when in the firſt be deſigned all men for hap- 
pineſs, in this new and ſecond Creation be ſhould 
Grfign and intend the happineſs only of ſome few, 

- P. 52, 83. F 
: Satan, 7 ſee the force of your Argumenta- 
tion , That the eternal Son of God being my 
Creator , as well as mans, I may reaſonably 
conclude he came upon no leſs deſign than of | 
univerſal goodneſs to me as well as men. For 
ſeeing he deſigged-me for happineſs, as well 

= _— in the firſt Creation , why ihould 
he deſign their happinieſs only , and not mine 
in the new and ſccond Creation ? *For he as 
Gur common Creator can have no temptation 
eo partiality , as being equally concerned in 
the happineſs of all his reaſonable Creatures , 
Angels and Men. The-ſmaller Exceptions a- 
gainſt this Argurſientation muſt give way to 
@ greater, That you told me before, that 
none could believe. in Chriſt till be came, p. 247. 
Now I underſtand not why they could not, if 
he was the eternal Son of God, by whom the | 
World was made. For then he was' pre-exi- | 
ſtent'z and being God , they that lived before 
he came in the fleſh , wanted* not the Ratio 
Formal of Divine Faith , the Authorety of 
God revealing. But ] preſume you mean, «that 
Chriſt was from eternity decreed tobe the "_ 
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! perſons hath no x in grantivg large; Or 


of. Godin time,noxz Deus natus, ſed fadtiriis not 
God by nature but deputatiGn, as you know 
who ſays , and who added in a ſcoff , mirum 
quod non ſubſtituiſſet, fiditiug. 1 wonder he did 
not ſay an imaginary God, Prid, - L:&, 18.) 
Andthat the World made by him was non quens 
videmus , ſed quem expefiamus, not the world 
which we ſee, but a ſettlement of the Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation. And now I think onat,it comes 
much to one for my comfort, ſecing he' was 
ſent by our common Creator, who can have 
no temptation to partiality, in ſending Chrift 
for men only, and not,for Angels, as being 
equally concerned in all our Þappineſs.To dif- 

miſs this; There is one obvious Objection 
againſt my inference , of your own ſuggeſtion, 
The Sou of God was made a man as we are,which 
argues 8 gaod will and kindneſs to humane nature, 
p. $1; 82. But think, I can anſwer it my elf, 
that the Son/ of Gods admitting an innumera- 


' ble company of my fellow- Angels to attend 


upon hinMs Mediator, argues a good will and 
kindneſs to Angelical nature. There is ano- 
ther too, which I will not now put you to 
anſwer (having given you fo great atrouble_ 
atready) but will conſider of it by my elf. 
The ObjeRion is -this,. that *tis no partiality 


- for the Son of God , though he hath taken 


the nature common to mankind, to fave as 
few as he pleaſe, for partiality or reſpe@ of 
Ox 
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beſtowing donatives. "And if {0,608 no parti- 
ality to {ave m#nkind, and leave me to the 
ruin I have hrongbt upon my {elf. It is the Cale 
vin;ſts anſwer to your great Argument ſor 
univerſal Redemption, and it leaves ſome 
ſcruple upon my mind. Upon the whole. of 
your diſcourle, 1 perceive I flipt my time, (far 
want of due information) of regaining the 
love of God without a Saviour, for that I 
might have done any time before he came in 
the fleſh ; fer no man (nor Angel) could be- 
keve in Chriſt till he' came + But that time is 
gone and paſt, and cannot be recall'd. I muſt 
now for my comfort*conſider what he hath 
done, and ſuffer'd, and how the benefit of 
| both may redound tome. Firſt then I conſi- 
der, that his ative righteoufneſs muſt be im- 
puted to me fo far as it is a conformity to 
that law of Nature which is common to me 
and mankind. 

Sherlock, This makes Chriſt ſuitable to the 
wants of 4 ſinner indeed, that he hall a righte- 
auſneſs for him which God infinitely prefers be- 
fore any home-ſpun righteouſneſs of his own. This 
1s 4 Very comfortable notion for bad men, and ſuch 
as 1 would not part with for all the world, did 1 
reſolve to live wickedly, aud yet intend to get to 
beaven, p. 2 34- | A 
Satan. What Sir, do you jeer?®. +... 

. Sherlock, I tell you, that Abrahan and all 

Ws x men of old, never heard of the. righteouſ- 

eſs 
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s z Chriſt imputed to 15, P. 256, ** | 
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Satan, No, I fee St. Paul is a man. of no 
credit with you: He ſays that 4brJham had 
a rightetſneſs without works imputed to him. 
That, could not be his own righteouſneſs, for 
that were cgntraditti» in adjetto, to ſay he had 
a righteouſnels of his own, without works of 
his own (as your Schools ſay) (righteouſneſs 
reſulting from the- conformity of works to 
Law.) It muſt therefore be the righteouſneſs 
of another, and who that otber ſhould bs, but 
—_ I cannot tell; but I would be glad®to 
earn. -- | 
Sherlack, The great diſpute in vhe Epiſtle to 
the Romans is, whether we muſt be juſtified by the 
Law of, Moſes, or by the faith of Chriſt, i, e. whe- 
ther the obſervation of all the external rites and 
ceremonies of the Lnw, and an external conformi-+ 
ty of our aftions to the moral pregepts of it, will ju 
toi a man before God,or that fincere and univer- 
ſal obedience which the Law requires, p. 245. 

Satan. One would think that 1t had been 
unqueſtionable, that Abrahaus could not have 
had whereof to glory, if he had been juſtified 
by an external conformity to the Ceremonial 
and Moral precepts of the Law. But I perceive 
one may live and learn. But though there isno 
need of a Saviour, as to any ative righteout- 
neſs of his to be jmputed toinners ;, yet I pre- 
ſume there is need of one to die as a ſurety in 
their ſtead and place. 


—_ 


Sherlock,, When Chriſt died for us, he died. 
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mot 4s aAyſurety, p. 299. The Socinians have no 
reaſon tobe oftaid of ſuch Adver ſaries,who have 
no better way to defend the ſatisfattion of Chriſt, 
than by the notion of ſuretiſhip, p. 291. | 

Satan, *Tis well F. O. that paelous man is 
not within hearing. What ? will you acknow- 

Jedg the Socinians ftand on the vantage ground, 
when Chriſtians defend the. ſatisfattion of 
Chriſt by the notion of ſuretiſhip? Lam apt to 
thip® they cannot defend it-by any other noti- 
on, the,ſum whereof is (as I warrant you F.'O. 

 T.F. andrall the letters'of the Alphabet will 

tell you) tht Chriſt put himſelf into®%he ftead 
of ſinners to ſuffer what they ſhould have ſuffer'd;, 
wpon which God makes over Chriſts ſatisfattion 
ro them. And they will take f6r their warrant 
that place, where Chriſt is calld #yv@: da- 

Sinus, The ſuerty of the Covenant. 

Sherlock, 1 confeſs I do not likeeto be call'd 

a Sociman, becaule that name does male audire, 
ſome ill in the Church of England. And I 

reckon my felf therefore much beholden to my 


two Brethgen,whereof one tacitly by an /mprs- * | 


ratur; and the other by expreſs words, vindi- 


cated me from the imputation of Hereſfie, and _ |} 


particularly of being tainted with Cracovian 
Divinity. But let F. O.T.F. aud who will 
befides pleaſe themſelves with thetr ewn no- 
tion of ſucrtifhip ; I fay, To be a ſurety of the 
Covenant ſignifies no wore than to confirm and 
ratifieahis (ovenant, and to undertake” for the 


- 


per- |} 
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performance of it, that all the promiſes of 'the- 


{venant ſball be made good npon ſuch terms 
and conditions as are annexed to them, p. 28g. 
Satan, Then it ſeems Chriſt is but Gods 
ſurety to mang that he will be as gsood as his 
word : but I ſhould think that notion of ſure- 


tiſhip were out of doors, by the grounds Joo | 


laid down a while fince. For if the light of na- 
ture aſſures ſinners, that God is ſo good that he 
hath a natural love for all good men, and will not 
fail to reward them, though he never mlltde thews a 
prgrriſe, p. 42, 4;. Methinks it may- aſſure 
them,too, that God is lo faithful that he will 
- not break his promiſe when he hath made it. 
And it may ſeem, that as to the confirmation 
of the Covenant df God with man (whatever 
your fentiments are of Chriſts God-head }) 
Chriſt needed not to have been God, for 
whatever aſſurance can be gathered from the 
undertakers being God, is afforded us in the 
promiſers being ſo. And in fine, Chriſt is no 
lurety atall; and fo we need not diſpute 2- 
bout our intereſt in him: for as far as I can 
perceive by your principles, that ſinners 
might have been ſaved, if he had never died 
 for-them; and they may be damned, thqugh 
he hath. And now 1 am prevented in my en- 
quiry how the henefit of what Chriit hath 
done and ſuffered, might redound to me. I 
had thought to have asked what Faith tyre- 
quilite to. the participation of the benefits gf 


* Cheiſt, 


£0 


Fr 1 At 
Chriſts righteouſneſs; and what | Union re- 
ſults'from that Faith whereby his righteouſ- 
neſs,”and its effets become a finners. 
- » Sherlock, You miſtake the matter, you may 
enquire, and I will ſatisfy you about the na- 
ture of Faith, and the Union thence reſult:ng. 
For as haſty as you are in your cenſure of my 
making Chriſt uſeleſs ( which I ſhould take 
very hainouſly, but that I 'think you do but 
perfonate the Fars): Iwill tell you, The 
death of Ehriſt upon the croſs, aſſures 4 what 
the merit is, and what the portion of ſin ſhall ghe ; 
that all ſinners deſerve to die, and ſhall certain- 
ly have their deſexts, without a ſincere repentante 
aud reformation of their lives : for to expiate ſin 
; bydeathcanſynifie no leſs than this, that death 
s5 the proper recompence of ſin. p.92. 
Satan, A goodly end of Chriſts death, 

would F. 0. ſay, were he within hearing, 
which hath been and may be otherwiſe obtain- 
ed. The light of nature, [7 or natural notions 
of Gods juſtice ] and works of Providence 
[Gods judgments upon the wicked] would af- 
fure men'of the merit of ſin, and what the 
portion of fin ſhould be, without ſincere re- 
pengance and.reformation [and with it too] as 
well as aſſure them (which you have often told 
me) of Gods readineſs to pardon upon repen- 
tance and reformation. 

Again, F.O. wonld ſay, that thedeath of 
Chriſt would not aſſure us,that death is there» 
ME | compence 


| (1) 
compence of fit, unleſs Chrifts death was - 
the puniſhment of fin, which if it was, it muft 
be of mans fin (for he had none of his own ) 
and then Chriſt died as a ſzrety in the ſinners 
ſtead (a notion which F. 0. embraces, and 
WS. rejes), and fo you have brought your. 
hogs to a fair market indeed, | 
Sherlock:, In verbs ſacerdotis, on the word 
of a Prieſt, ] think you are turned Fanatick. 
Satan, Y # have granted one uſe of Chriſts 
death [which will ſerve my turn] as. for the 
other, I preſume it was Lapſus lingae, a lip of 
your tongue ; but the hopes you give me with 
one hand, you take away with the other,when ' 
you tell me, The Sacrifice of his death extends 
no farther than the example of hisglsfe ; he was 
made manifeſt to deſtroy ſin, and W him was no 


ſin, p. 93. It ſeems then that Chriſt died 


only for thoſe in whom was no fin at all. And: 
then I am too ſure Chriſt died not for me : but 
one comfort then 1s, that neither died he for” 
any body elſe. | 
Sherlock , | explain my meaning well enough, 
when I ſay, thar Conſidering how holy our Prieſt 
and Sacrifice was, we cannot reaſonably conceive 


that ht died,or that he interceded for imcorrigible 
ſomners, p. 93, 


Satan, Alt that 1 can gather from thence 


for explication, is, that we cannot m— 
conceive that he died for any ſinners, unl 


he were a ſinner himfelf, (though 
44 . 


rigible) 


| | (32 ). 
rigible) for otherwiſe - the . Sacrifice of his 
death would extend farther then the example 
of: his life. . He that was no finner, would 
die for them-'that were ſinners.-. To Jeave 
this to further conſtderation, pray tell me” 
what uſe you aſſign to Chriſts aQive- oh&' 
dience? NC. 

Sherlock, Though the pardon of our ſins, and 
our juſtification, be attributed to the blood of 
Chriſt, yet I could never per ſwademmy ſelf, that 
this wholly excludes the perfett obedience and 
 reghteouſneſs of bis life, p. 330. 

Satan, Very good; now F.O. and you are 
very good friends, for he could never per- 
ſwade himſelf fo neither. | 

Sherleck,,,,Tis not good manners to inter- 
rupt me z . and I are far enough from be- 
ing good friends : For the Agoſile tell us, That 
. We are accepted in the Beloved, Eph. 1. 6. | 

Satan, That very place F. O. brings for his 
own juſtification, in being always of your per- 
{waſton in this point- 

Sherloek,, You are very unmannerly me- 
thinks, | ; 

Satan, Excuſe me Sir, I am afraid you 
ſhould. forget your elf, and tay as F: 0.fays;- 
unawares, 

Sherlock, Never fear that, but hear me out.” 
And 1 think no man will deny that Goll was very 
highly pleaſed with the perfett obedience of our 
 Saviournlfe, p. 330,33 14 = 
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Chriſt by his obedience ſatisfeeie voluntats dovi- 
14. non juſtitie, i. e. {atisfied Gods will, nothis 
- juſtice. 1 am paſt doubt now that F.O. and WS. 
are.aot like to be very good friends in haſte; 
Sherlock. Yerbum ſat ſapienti, A word is e« 
nough tothe wiſe. Now to anſwer your 
ries, which too haſtily you concluded-you were 
prevented in. I will tell you what Faith is pot 
requiſite to the participation of the benefits of 
Chriſts Righteouſnels. There 5s not 4 plainer 
Argument how apt men are to pervert the Serip- 
tures, to*reconcile them ta their own prequdices: 
and preconceived Opinions, than to obſerve'what. 
work, they make with Abrahams Faith; "as +f. 


that Faith which was imputed to him for righte- 


ouſne[s, were a fiducial reliance and rec 
on Chriſt for ſalvation, upon which the'righte= 
ouſnefs of Chriſt apprehended by Faith was im- 
puted to him, p. 247. | 
Satan. If Abrahams Faith was not a fiducial- 
* reliance and recumbency on Chriſt for Salvati- 
on, then to befure, non, any of his Childrens: 
For theyaralk” in his ſteps, and imitate his Ex- 
ample. FBut pray, what Faith is. requiſite 'to 
make Chriſt our Saviour , ſeeing a Saviour you 
will have himto be? 1 care not if 1 hear you 
out; ' PIE 4 


fab, a fedjeſ bhier of all theſe Torn 


Satan.” No,.Idare-fay; not Seine hinifelfs- 
Enough, enough, I ſee what you would beat 


Sherlock. Ozr Faith /5n Chriſt muſt ſiynife F 
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whith Chrifh both made 10 tht Worlds: 4s governs 


our lives and attions, p. 255. 1 
Satan, Then perceive 1. amone! half of a 


Believer already; for I ſtedfaſtly believe all 


thoſe Revelations which Chriſt hath made to 


the World : and: I am not without hopes of . 


_ the other half in good time, of having 
my life and a&tions governed by my Belief, 

| Sherlock, You have no cauſe of deſpair : for 
beſides. { what 1 have told you already, that 
God: produces not what be loves, by an Omnipo- 
rent Power , but does good to bis Creatures itt 
ſuch way as is ſuitable to their natures ), Righ- 
reouſneſs #ralled a gift, becauſe it 1s not owing 


folely to humane endeavours, but 1s wrought in 


3 by. ſupernatural means, by thoſe powerful ar- 
 Luments and morives,and divine aſſiſtances which 

God in infinite love and goodneſs has afforded 
the world by Feſus Chriſt, p. 335- 

Satan. 'anderftand you right well, That 
Righteouſneſs [' or the good government of 
life and aRions }'is called Gods gift, becauſe 
he gives one*half,, ( but hardly the better half 
would'a'Fanatich ſay }, the arguments and mu- 
rrves which are very powerful. Lin gogers mo- 
ralt}Þ to induce the world to make it righ- 


tevus; andthem you call divine afſiſtances, 
exnſeGod afliſts the World by rhem, that- is, 
by thoſe Arguments and Motives periwades 
mento uſe the power they have; for-to give 
ow any" power they-wayted ,* were: for. ( 
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jo produce yhat be loves by 4n Omnigttens Potter - 
[ in genere Phyſico,} - CS ip 
Sherlick, There's no need of any Omnipo» 
tent Power in the Fangtick ſenſe; For: thas 
\ » | righteouſneſs which Gafliflhe quires under the Goſ- 
\« | pely mnſt be an inward principle of love and obedi- 
ence, which changes our natures, and transforms 
us into the Image of God, as much as if we were 
born again, and made new creatures, p. 265, 
Satan. You mean, Sir, that a ſtedfaſt Belief 
of Gods revelations , does efcite thatloveand 
obedience, which changes our natures, &c. and 
ſo makes a new Birth needleſs; but Mr. Sher--- 
lock,, ſome cavelting Fanatick would ſo per- 
verle ( Idare fay ) were you diſcourſing with 
him, as to tell you, that our natures 4re chang- 
ed before they can put forth a B:lief ſtedfaſt e- 
nough to excite love and obedience :. And as 
they will be fooling with Scripture-metaphors 
( though you have corretted them for it, p. 281.) + 
they would tell you, that the Childs motion . 
doesnot give it life, but its life gives it motion. 
Sherlock. And as for that won that you 
mentioned berweer Chriſt and Believers, the Fa- 
naticks commonly explain it by firſt a. Legal 
nnion;"ſuch as 1s between the ſurety aud debror, 
p. 281; ſome -inſi## moſt upon the notion of. # * 
Surety, others of a Mediator, which come much 
roone, but yet have ſome peculiar abſurdities be» | 
longing t6each of them, p. 287. As firlt forthe — _ 
notion of a Surety © — (432 Wetn Forde 


* 


bar, You need not tire'your ſelf with-the 
repetition of them :. I can eaſily guets at them, 
the imparity between Chriſts being a Surety, 
and: ſureties among men. As to that. you 
khow the Rule, Similydo 11071 currit quatuor 
pedibxs, Similitudes do not hold inevery thing. 
[t will be thought enough, that they:agree in 
the main, that as the Debtor and Surety are ſo 
far one perſon in the eye of humane law , that 
the payment of the Surety is the Debtors dif- 
charge ; ſo Chrifband a Believer are ſo far one 
. perſon in the eye 'of the Divine Law , that 
 Chriſts undergoing thepuniſhment of the Law, 
diſcharges the Believer from it ; and Chriſts 
ative obedience to the Law, diſobliges the Be- 
liever from obeying it to that end (for which it 
was originally intended, and ) for which Chriſt 
obeyed 1t,viz. that it might be the material an 
meritorious cauſe of our juſtification. - * 

Sherlock. Let us now try. whether the notion 
of a Mediator can do any better ſervice, than the 
notion of a Surety, p. 296. The notion of a Me- 
diator includes no ſuch thing as the fulfilling of. 
all righteouſneſs for thew, whom one ts Mediator 
Fo, P..296, 297- 

Saten, Sir, Your Antagoniſts anſwer, will 
be the ſame in effe&t , that though a. Mediator 
a one who zxterpoſes between two differing par- 
 T483, 4nd bis Office 3s not to perform the conditions 
- bumſelf ( as you well obenngh, þ 297,-.yet. 
the difference between Ged and. man could 


*Y 


not ' 


tain, but as the Miniſter of Grace, p, 209. 


A &*. = IR" | 
"IT'S ©. 
not be accommodated '( you will be told Py 
this Mediator, but by performing the condi- 
tions himſelf. For the reafon why God would 
not enter into 4 Covenant with ſinners without 
the intervention of a ſacrifice, p. 297, was, be- 
cayſe hls Law being broken, till the penalty 
duetethat breach was undergon& and his ho- 
nour thereby vindicated, he could net right 
his Mercy, without wronging his Juſtice. 
Sherlock, | have done with the Legal Umon. 
There is ſecondly, a Myſtical Union, by vertue 
of which they imagine that we Yeceive Grace 
from Chriſts perſon, juſt as we do water out of a 
Conduit, p. 197, 204, Whereas a Midiator as 
Mediator, ought not to be conſidered as the Fouu- 
. Satan, I havealways underſtood, that they 
mearr no more by their Adyſtical Union, than 
an union Analogical to natural union, ſuch as 
that of Vine and Branches, Head and Mem-- 
bers, by vertue of which they ſuppoſe they 
are paſhve in receiving grace from Chriſt, as 
the Branches in receiving ſap from the Root, 


atid the Members fpirits fromthe Head. But this 
1 perceive is an imagination withour /Sround” 


in your opinion. -And' your reafoff- againſt it 
confirms me more in my fufpicion, that'you do 
but verba dare, deceive, when you ſay, The'UV- 
nion of the Divine and Humane Nature'in Chriſt 


. | did excellently qualifie him for the office of a Mt 
diator,p. 205, 206, For it Chriſt asz M:diator 
| D 3; bs _ 


benot-the fountain of Grace, ſecundum natu- 

ram divinam,\1.E.'-as God he may pak from a 
'Mediator,*though he were 41a%s &rbewr&, a 
meer man ; then he might per/wade men to be 
+ gracious by powerful motives ( though he could 
not beſtow grace upon them.) which is all, you 
intend by Chriſts being a »inſter of Grace. The 
Fanaticks indeed, filly ſouls as they are, think, 
that Chriſts Obedience was the meritorious 
cauſe of Grace, and' his Spirit the efficient or 
fountain of it : but you inſtru&@ them better, 
that Chriſt by his blood purchaſed only a Co- 
venant of Salvation; to them that have grace 
| ( come by it as they can.) But pray, Sir, what 

Union do you allow of, any, or none ? | 
Sherlock, The Union between Chriſt ard 
the Chriſtian Church, is but a Political Union, 
that is, ſuch an Union as is between a King and 
his Subjeds, p- 156. 

Satan. Then am TI united already, (which 
is more than ever I knew before; for Chriſt | 
is Heag of Principalities and Powers, and they 
are his ſubjeRs, de jure, I am ure.) 

Sherlock, Hold there, our #nion to Chriſt con- 
foſts in our belief of his Revelations, Ib. , 
Satan. Then ſtill my claim is good; for I be- 
lieve all his Revelitions; (and were I ſure none 
but friends were within hearing, I would ſay, 
that's more than you do.) | 
Sherlsck, You-are a jeering Companion . 
and a little too haſty z our unibn to Chriſt 
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yore to his Authority,” p56; 51 

atan, Now1 fam half gone; Butyet Iive 
in hopes, that the powerfsl motives you have 
talked fo much of, may be powerful enough 
to move me to that obedience and fubjeion 
owe to Chrifts Laws and Authority, ſeeing 
I already believe all his Revehations. -I willnor 
give you much Jonger trouble , Jhave but 


conſiſts allo in our obedience to hisLaws,and © 


one {cruple more, I perceive by your laſt - 


diſcourſe, That God requir'd not ſuch 8 ſacrs- 


fice as the death of Chriſt for the expiatian of | 


orrſins,becanſe hz» could not ds otherwiſe, p. 46.- 


This I would have made plain. For'it fticks 
much with me, that I am a debtor - to Divine 
Juſtice, and therefore I do not. underſtand 
hot God can be good to me, till that debt 
be paid,and Juſtice fatished. For if he ſhould, 
it ſeems to me that God ſhould raiſe one of 
his Attributes upon the ruin'gf another, and 


' fo do himlfelt aprejudice, to do me a kind- 


neſs. Your charity I believe is ſuch that you 
wiſh me well, as you do all mankind. Anſwer 
but this one ObjeQion , and Iam fatished; 

Sherlock. That God ſo juſt and righteous, 
that hc cannot pardon fin without ſatigfatiion to 


'bis juſtice , is indeed ſuch a notion of juſtice , as 


is perfet} ly new . which neither Scripture nor n= 
ture acquaints us With ; for all mankind have ac- 
counted it an af of goodneſs (without the leaſt 

a 4 | : file 


CLP 

| Spins injuſtice in-i2) to remit juries; ond 
ences without exsTing any puniſoment ; and 
that be ts ſo far from being juſt. that be is crucl 
and ſavage, wha will remit nooffence till ve bath 

* ſatisfied bis revenge. That part of juſtice which 
conſiſts in puniſhing of offenders, mas always 
looked on us au infirument of Geverwment , and 
therefore the exafling or remitting puniſoment, 
was referred to the wiſdom of Governeurs , who 
might ſpereor puniſh as they ſaw reaſon for it, 
- without being unjuſt in either, p. 45, 46. And 
this is ſo rational, that thou canſt not but ſub- 
ſcribeto the judgment of all mankind; And 
but that I think you propoſe this ſcruple oply 
to try what anſwer I can make; 1 ſhould won. 
_ one of- {q pregnant wit ſhould talk ſo lke 

Q0l. 

Satan. 1 doubt Sir, you hows not conſul. 
ted all mankind, ] have heard other doGrineg 
conſtantly taught in the Aﬀemblies of Chri- 
ſtians (who ſure are part of mankind) where 
I have been a copltant and attentive hcarcr, 
and.4 cannot but believe and tremble. 

Sherlock, I doubt, Sir Satan, your cars 
have not been matches, It may be you have 
heard ſuch doGrine in Conventicles:: There 
is one Fobu Owen that hath given.us a talte of 

. the gitc he exerciſes in ſuch Afembles ,4n a 

late Book, Entituled , Communion with God 

the Father , "Os, that tells us , what ever dilco- 
' veries were made of the patience and lenity of 
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Soi to'ns yet ifit were not witty revealed 


that the other Properties of God, as his Ju-. 
fticeand Revenge tor Sin, had their actings 
alhgned them ro the full, there could belit- 
cle-confolation gathered from the- former, 

p*95. But -what fay I to this? "That tf, }. O- 
would wot believe G1d himſelf thinzlgbe ſhould 
make never (0 many promiſes of being good” and 
gracious to ſinners, unleſs he were ſure , that be 


bad firjt ſatisfied bis revens. The ſume of which 


- is , That God is .* 4 love / and patience when be'bas 


taken bis fill of revenge , as otbers uſe to ſay, That 


the Devil is good when be is pleaſed p 47.Excuſe 


me that I make uſe of your name. 
Saten. 1 willingly excuſe your making uſe 


of my name;,for ſtcing 1 have failed in my am- 


bition of being like God, I am well cnough con- 
tent.you ſhould make God like me. 

| Sberlock,vElſewhere the ſame F.O.ſays;That 
in Chriſt the very nature of God is diſcovered 
to be love and kindneſs. 'But I-thInk | pay him 
off.-Hearken and you ſhall have my Comment 


. with his Text toa tittle. Az happy change, this 


from all Fpſtice to all Love bat buw- cones this to 

piſs? wby the account of that xs very plains be- 
c Sos the F aſtice of God hath glutted u ſelf with 
revenge on ſinin the death of Chrift aud ſo bence- 


- forward we maybe frre he will be very bing, as 4 


revengeful man 1s when h1y paſſion is over, p.-46- 
\. Satan. But what's the matier then char hn- 
 ners (which I know by wotub experience my 

{ch ) 


(42 ) 


ſelf) are hauntedwvith continual kear#of Gods 
Juſtice. Thoſe fears ſeem tobe the effes'of 
the nattral notions of God's Juſtice, -which 
we carry about with us. 

Sherlock. The ——_— of the Law, the a- 
mazing terrors of Gods wratly, the raging de- 
par of dgpmned ſpirits , ary the working of "an 

aud Religious diftratiion, p.g5, 
Thee _ needs be the effef of ignorance , not 
of an #tquaintance with Chriſt, which ſnegeſts ſo 
many enconraping-conſideratio::: to return ta God, 
as to a merciful and compaſſionate F ather , and 
not to tremble at his preſence as a ſevere and in- 
exorable Fudg. 1b. 

Satan. O . faftinm ! O well done my 
white Boy:O Lepidum caput ! now your work 
is done,you have obliged me for ever.For now 
I undeaftand,that my fears are but- melancholy 
and hypochondraical(ſuch as timerous perſons. 
are ſubject to when left in the dark), There is 
nothing in Gods nature can give me cauſe of 
fear,(at leaft, if T do but return to God) but 
there. is enough i in it to give me cauſe of hope. 
And though I have no acquaintance with 
Chrift,my acquaintance with God will ſerve 
my turn,For Chriſt diſcovers nothing more of 
Gods gracious-naturs to finners,than we knew 
before by the light of nature.Cas I well remem- - 
ber you inftruqed me awhile fince.)In ſhort, 
it ſeems there is a naturalneſs of mercyint God, 
bat not otof) Juſtice, S berlcks | 


-_ 


| ory | 
Sherleck.z No, no ;. of the. naturalnefs..of 
Gods. Juſtice, that he could not--pardon 
without ſatisfation, I make this the unport, 
That he is ſo juſt, that be bath not one dram 
of goodneſs in. him, till bis rage and vengeance 
be ſatisfied, which i a glorious kind of Tuſtice 1 
confeſs, p..59- | | PN 
+ _ Satan, | perceive you are a merry Gentle- 
man; and 1o are all of your Club. And.1 
hope hereafter I ſhall be merry too, and befit 
to make one of you. + 1 am ſure Thad almoſt po- 
red out my eyes with ſeeking for theſe Goſpel my- 


ſteries in the Goſpel, and could never find them, 7... 


P. 40. ( To borrow your ſignificant words, 
with your good leave }) but now I underſtand 
that I looked for them where they were not. I 
ſhould have learned to argue from the nature of. 
God, and his works of Providence, and the na- 
ture of mankgnd | and Angels,) thotigh the Ex-. 
naticks cali ſuch arguings carnal reaſ»n, Pp. 79« 
There is nothing*now remains ( beſides thanks, 
for your pains), but to ſum up the heads of 
ument upon which my hepes of falvation 
as well as mans are bnilt.) And if I ſhould 


miſrepreſent any of them, you will pleaſe to» 
corre my miſtakes. un ; 

I. That God is ſo good, that he deſigns and: 
deſires the happineſs of all his Creatures, Accor: .. 
ding tothe capacity of their natures [ and there» 
fore mine, ] A 


...2, That Gods will in-that deſigns not arbi- 
* . Erary,baving no reaſon but it ſelf: For ſuch a will 
world deſtroy all the perfeFions of Gods nature. 
1 Ja. Kat pelineſ; in the Creature, is the reaſon 
of the determination of his love to any partici- 
lar-perſon, - - | 
A. That this holineſs is not an effeth of an 
Omnntpotent . Power, but of powerful motives and * 
. arguments, [and fo by. the ule of my. free-will, 
I may be holy if I will. Y 

F. That though this holineſs be not perfeft, 
yet God will accept it, if ſincere, 

6.. This acceptance of my ſincere holineſs, I 
b:ue reaſon to believe and hope for, though I have . 
x9 promiſe.” For Ce 

7, Gods gracious nature oblipes him to reward 
al fencerely,. (though imperfetHy) good attions. 
God 3s merciful to all, whoſe Creator he is, and 
&fords thent all poſſible means of Salvation, with- 


C  «&f 4. Saviour, or any knowledg of one. And ac- 


cordingly, | 
8. De fatto, Abel and Enoch, and Abra- 
ham, were /aved without a Faith in Chriſt. Ang 
needs they muſt, becauſe no man could believe in 
Chrift till he came. And | 
9. Though God hates me now, yet he may love- 
me bhereaqfter. . For. Gods love and hatred: are 
mn mmmutable, nor does the immutability of them - 
conſiſt in loving or bating alway the ſame per- 
fon, but for the ſame reaſon, becaule they _ 
HL cILNCT 


645) . 
either'g00d or bad. And (which may confirm 
me) \ 

i0.- God never deſigned the glory of mercy 
and. juſtice in ſaving ſome, and not others, in the 
permiſſion of his Creaturesgſins. 

11. Though a Saviour was brought into 
the:world after it was about Four thouſand 
years old; yet he was not of abſolute neceth- 
ty, for- the only knowledg abſolutely neceſſary 10: 
the purpoſes of Religion (whereof Salvation is 
not the leaſt) 5s ſuch a knowleds of Gods na- 
ture and will, as is ſufficient to cireth onr attions,, 
and incourage our obedience And hence, 

. 12. The wiſdom of God was not diſcovered 
in ſending a Saviour, .if there were no other w. 
of redeeming the, World. For wiſdom conſiſts 
n the choice of the beſt. and fitteji means to at: 
tain an end, when there are more ways than one 
of doing it. 

I3. This Saviour being the Eternal Son of 
God, we may reaſonably conclude he came np- 
on no leſs deſign than of unwoerſal goodneſs;, for 

| be can bave ne temptation to partiality, as be- 
ing equally concerned in the happineſs of all 
men: and we cannot imagine why he ſhould 
lay.'a narrower deſign of love i» the redempti-.. 
on, than in the Creation of mankind, Sic. fall. . 

\ which fits my caſe 3 the Eternal Son-of God”: 

| being my Creator, hath no temptation to' - 

partiality , being equally concerned in” my. + 
F happi- 


(369. 

' happineſs and mans, as we © are his rational 
Creatures. } © ; bi 

" 14. That a Saviowr is of no great uſe now 


. 
- 


he is come. For he comes neither to fulfil 


' the Law for ſinners, nor to die in their ſtead, 
biit only to confirm Gods promiſe of ſaviag them 
that repent and forſate their ſins ;, zuhich pro- 
msſe was needleſs, Gods nature obliging him 
to fave ſinners upon thoſe terms, before any 
promiſe; and the light of nature diſfcover- 
ing that obligation; 'nor was the coufirm- 
51g of it needful: For the light of nature 
' would teach us that God will not break his 
promiſe. [ And fo if it ſhould happen that 
the Saviour was not intended for me, yet 1 
might be faved, as Abel and Enoch were, with- 
out one. | And I gather from hence, that 
Yon make the blood of Chriſt no more ſa- 
tisfactory than the blood of Bulls and Goats 
Were under the Law; 'but that God was 
pleaſed with both upon the ſame reaſon ; 
| becaule the ſhedding of his and their blood, 
was an att of obedience to. his will, not a ſa- 
tisfattion to' his Fuſtice, And 1o you have 
Tubverted the Goſpel, - ( which ſtood in the 
way of my hopes of Salvation) for which 


I con you hearty thanks, And hence I col- 


; lea, , ' P s 


15+ That whoever was or ſhall *be juſti= 


fied, were-and ſhall be juſtified withour- any 
: - riphte- 
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rightcouſnefs at. all. For - righteon/neſs im- 
porting a relation reſulting from the confors 
mity of diſpoſitions and-a&ions t6 their Rulsz - 
ſmeerity is no. righteouſneſs at. all (luppoſing 
the righteouſnets of Chriſt not to ſar impu- 
ted-as to take®way its defeats). unleſs yhe 
Law as a Rule requires no more confornkty 
'to it {elf, tharf the Goſpel as a Covenant ac- 
cepts ; which cannot be, becauſe then no de-. 
viations from the Law are ſinful, where there 
is ſincerity. | 

16. A Saviour is the lefs needful, becauſe 
Goas Fuſtice 15s not natural, though his mercy 1s. 
And the fears of ſinful men [and fo of An- 
els] of - Gods Fuſtice , are but the workjugs of 
heated fanty, and religious diftrattion, 

17. If a Saviour be of uſe, the way to come 
by an intereſt in him, 5 not a fiduczal reliance or 
recumbence on Chriſt, Forthat Abraham had 
not, Tand ſo nor his children] but a believing 
his Revelations, [| which the Church of Eng- 
land ſomewhere in her Homilies acknowledges 
I do. and the chief of them, The Articles of 
Faith ].and governing our lives by them| which 
I hope to do. hereafter.] So that :Abrabams, 
Faith: and a Believers now, are of a different 
kind z but your faith and mine are of one king, 
we both belicve Gods Revelations upon Chriſts 
Authority, though hope your belief governs 
your life-and aGtions. better thay mine hatty 
done hitherto. 18; The 


; (45) 

18,” The Union made by Faith, is not wyſti- 
cal, i. e, analogical to. a natural Union be- Þ. 
tween Vine and Branches; &-c. nor therefore - | 
arewe paſſive in the reception of Grace, to 
believe and live accordingly. For a Media- 
ror 4s ſuch is no fountain of Grace, but only 'a © 
Miniſter of Grace, i, e. one that by powerful - 
motives per{wades us tobe gracious (come f 
by _ as we may) [and (o it is not 1im- 
poſſtble but þ may get grace, - though I be F 
not united to Chriſt } but the Union made by F 
Faith is Political, conſiſting 11 a belief of C na | 
Revelations { which | have already Þ and go- 
vernment of our attions { vwehichT am in hopeg-f 
of intime, for Chriſt is the Miniſter of this 
Grace, by propoſing powerful argumtnts to it ] 
Is not all this right? 

Sherlock, Very right. I admire your tena- 
cious memory and* ingenuity in fo artificial 
a connexion of a rambling diſcourle, and in 
your eafte and natural. inferences from my | 
grounds, Fad 

Satan, | wonder at your freedom in .own- 
ing all my Conſequenceg{though | think ve- þ 
rily they are deduced evidently enough from 
your grounds, becauſe you have ſubſcribed Þt 
th Articles of the. Church of England, and Þ. 
the Church of Fn9lanp ſomewhere ſays, They a 
are tobe had accurſed that praſume to ſay, that þc 
every man ſhall be ſaved by the Law or SeitF 


( 49 )* 
which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to 
frame bis life according to that Law, and THE 
LIGHT OF NATURE, For holy Scripture 
doth ſet out to us only the name of Feſia Chriſt, 
whereby men muſt be ſaved, [| Axt, 18. ] Which 
WireQly contradicts one of the main grounds 
$ou laid down for my hopes. And again ſhe 

ays, The Ola Teſtament # not contrary to tbe 
\- New, For both in the Old aud New Teſtament 
e poerlaſting life is offered to mankind by Chriſt, 
y. (ybo i the ouly Mediator between God and man, 
4 being both -God and man, | Art, 7.] And this 
2» Fhwarts another of your principal Poſitions. 
eg-Pnd out of the Articles and Homilies I could 
ig produce paſſages that are diametrically oppo- 
x ite fo every Poſition of yours, which I have 
epeated, and you approved. 
1a- | Sherlock, Do not trouble your head: bout 
ial conciling my Poſitions with the Church of 
in E1glands, . as long as I have an Imprimatur. 
ny | Satan. Excuſe me Sir, I was afraid your 
indneſs to me ſhould prove an. unkindneſs to 
m- Þurſelf, and bring you under Church-cen- 
ve- þre. It- your grounds; be true: (as I ſceno 
om þub: co doubt} I am ſure I have cauſe to ble 
zed Þu, thavgh the Church of England curſes 
ind pu [in her:13th, Article] and to with that 
hey jat curſe, being caufeleſs!, may never come 
har pon you,in a ſulpenſion ab officio & beneficio. 
Sett Þhg, may you enzoy St, George ButtolpbLane, | 
wcbpd Ste  Barvo billngrgote \ | inthe latter of 
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which you may be fufficiently infiruGed in 
the eighth Liberal Art, which the vulgar call 
Seolding, but the learned Reillery, 1 know you 
can bear a jeſt; 
- - And now Sir, 1 heartily thank you forſ 
your great pains, and truly Catholick charity, 
which exceeds any Prophets, Apoſtles, and] 
even the Church of Exgland's it (elf, 
Sherlock, 1 wiſh the profit may 'be greater 

to you, than the pains have been to mel 
Farewell. 
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Poſtſcript to the READER. 
He Author of theſe Sheet 


concertves he cannot ex 
cogitate a fitter cloſe tha 
Mr. Sherlock's to his ſecond Se 
Gon, with no other alteration tha 
the ſub5titution of two words,Goc 
nature, inſtead of Chriſt's. perſo 
and of God inftead of Chriſt. 
Thus Reader,T haye given the 
an entire ſcheme of a new Reli 
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"" Poſtſcript to the Reader 
tance with [ Gods nature] inall 
oa} its fundamental Principles and 
| PraQtices ; here ts every jot.and + 
o title of reaſon it is founded on, 
ndl OC pretends ro, and the moſt od; 
vious and oe connexion of one 
part with another, whereby thou 
maiſt eaſily judg of the whole fa- 
brick and contrivance; and I 
think there needs no more to.ex+ 
pole it tothe fcorn of. every con- 
14 {idering man,who cannot bur. daſ- 
x1 cover how inconſiſtent the Rehli- 
| gion of [Gods nature] and of 
his Goſpel are : this is that know- 
ledg of | God | theſe men| Mr. S. 
and. bis Club ] glory 1N, as: COn« 
taining greater myſteries, 8 more 
{oul-laving truths,than. are revea- 


| 1d in the Golpel, p.75; ' And the 


l Author thinks fit. ta add, that be 
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which the learned Gratius gives 
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will doubt whether this new Reli- 
108 deſerwes that character which 
bo legrned Dr. Arrowimith-gimes 
of it ; and the men that are -of that 


Religion, deferot that ſharp 'cenfure 


of them, 71 the. paylages quored an 
the Title-page\ (which for the ſake 
of the unlearntd Reader 'it may not 
be amiſ#to' tranſlate. ' In Socimia- 
niſm, which'not undeſervedly is 
called a morerefin'd Mahometa- 
mm, Hell and Trrejigion open 
their mouths wide. + So \Arrow- 
ſmith." The Sotinians I think un- 
worthy not only of the name of 
Chriſtians, but'even of Hereticks. 
They retain the name of Chriſti- 
anity,but they deſtroy the«thing 
that'bearsthat name. Therefore.l 
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judp they differ very little from 
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not ſneak evil of Jeſus. So Groting 
The only thing that may ſeemrwan- 
ting to frand theSherlockians with 
the' name of Socinians, 'and fo of 
more refined Mahomerans, 75 an 
explicite denial of the Godhead: of 
Chriſt 3 which whether theybe 
not \in,a# good _ for, Tet: 
the Reader jutly by that paſſage,"No 
man could believe in Chriftailt 
he came.that is;cvnld nor believe 
any thing upon his'Aurhority;: p: 

247. It 3s a Queſtion which forthis 
own"eredits ſake, 'Mr. Sherlock 


were bound (one would think\)40 


anſwer, why no man could belive 
anyithing upon Chriſts Authority, 
till be. came ? The only reafon his 
Antagoniſts can imagine is,becauſe 
Chriſt had no Authority before 
he came. "Und if that be it,. the | 
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þ exgigh (as othermiſe ſo) by the 
ZH "Tightof Pfal.1 TY +54 23» 
7 43,4445, compared, where David 
 calf'd [and ſo accounted \ Chriſt 
" bis Lord, before he came ; and con- 
ſequemtly ſuppoſes him to hawe Au- 
thority to exact belief. And from 
| that falſe ground, that Chrift had 
#0 Anthority before be came, | ſup- 
poſang tt yet to be true | this anfer- 
ence is fair, that he was not. pre- 
exiftent, and ſo norGod before he 
came. And thence another, that be 
bad wo fuch Authority when be 
come, as Mr. Sherlock denies bim 
befone be came, that is no primary 
and, jinwediate: Divine Authority, 
but only ſecondary and. mediate, 
that is, the Authority of a, Prophet , 
the belief of whom 1s reſolved; into 
| the Authority of him 11 ſent bun 
|| #1 proper grand, An aw Sul 
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"-aves this pine fait with the at | 
connt which the Socinians give 
the reaſon of the denomination of * 
the Son of God,and God, given by 
Chriſt to himſelf. His verbis (viz, 
Foh.10.35,36.) apertiſſime indi- 

- cat Chriſtys, quod nullam aliam 
ob cauſam majorem, ſeipſum Dei 
Filium, ac proinde Deum afle- 
ruerit, nifi quod a Patre ſanQtih- 
catus, & in mundum miſſus tuerit, 
Cat.Racow.cap.de Cog. Dei.,That is, | 
In theſe words,v:z. Joh. 10.35,36. 
Chriſt does plainly declare, that 
forno other greater reaſon does he - ' 
affirm that he is theSon of God,& 

therefore God,. then becanſe he 
was ſanCGified of the Father, and - 
ſent into the world. And leaft Mr. 
Sherlock (or any on bis behalf) 
ſhould complain of wrong done him, + 
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and wot kgow of whom to. demand 4 


* $5 # 37- : aw P 7 


”  ſatisfatt ron,the Author Jath+b3 ' 
+ meet #0 alter. bis firſt reſolution of 
--* cancealing bis Name, and with the* 
. diſcovery of it to give this account 
of himſelf, that he 1s one who hath 
* * Gbſeribed the 36 Articles of the 
b Doctrine of the Church of England, . 
and does bereby profeſs the tontinu- 
ance of bis approbation of them as 
Orthodox,and conſonant to the Scri- 
pare; and withal that he 1s not ſo + 
' word of” candor, but that if Mr. S. 
* convince him that be hath wreſted 
. any of his words; or made any illo« 
_ ical dedudtions | from hisPrinciples, 
be will not fail to give publick ſa- 
 tisfadtion in what form Mr. S. him-' 
ſelf ſhall preſcribe, which ( be con- 
; » ceives)'1s as much as any reaſqnable - 
” Man canrequire,or any honeſt man 
| need to promiſe. 
F20M ay THO. DANSON.. 
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